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Before it met, the world depression had plunged the
world in economic chaos, and two events had occurred
which prejudiced the success of the Conference from the
outset. Japan, profiting by the general preoccupation
with the economic emergency, took the opportunity of
resuming her Imperialistic policy in the Far East, and
launched an attack on China, in face of which the League
system, to which China appealed for help, proved to be
powerless. Japan seized the three provinces of China
north of the Great Wall, turned them into the puppet
state of Manchukuo, and resigned from the League.
Secondly, the financial catastrophes of the summer of
1931 and the series of emergency decrees by which
Chancellor Bruning had struggled to weather the storm
produced violent political agitation in Germany. Barely
had the Disarmament Conference opened than the
Bruning government fell, and with it all hopes of retaining
Germany in the ranks of those nations who were working
for international co-operation. During the short-lived
governments of Von Papen and Schleicher, a new and
truculent tone was adopted by the German representatives
at Geneva, and there was little surprise, though much
dismay in Europe, when, in October 1933, nine months
after Adolf Hitler, the Nazi leader, had become Chan-
cellor, Germany withdrew both from the Disarmament
Conference and from the League.
Thus, by the end of 1933, the post-war attempt to
restore the nineteenth century international organization
in economic affairs and to construct some sort of corre-
sponding organization of international political relations
had definitely failed. The spirit of Locarno had evapo-
rated, and the world had entered the fourth of the
phases into which we have divided our story.